Ep of

ervants
B, 55414
B and

9 by
Arizona 85029

niel L.

Esolrces,

Fhiel 1.
esources,

S J. and
Arizona

HISTORY OF ST. THOMAS a'BECKET PARISH

"In order to provide for
the needs of the
community...we establish
the territorial parish
of St. Thomas a'Becket
in Canton, Michigan."
(John Cardinal Dearden,

Jan. 13, 1978)

Building Site

With this official decree, Cardinal Dearden recognized
the parish of St. Thomas a'Becket. This was the result of
many months of dedicated effort by the rapidly growing
community of faith. 1In April of 1977, a growing concern
for the religious education needs of the children of the
community prompted the appointment of Fr. Ernest Porcari

to work toward the formation of a new parish in Canton.
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FR. ERNEST M. PORCARI

A small group of
interested families
met during April
and May to plan for

the parish formation. ]
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